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LINSTOCK  SLAUGHTER  QUOTAS  RESUMED  TO  EVEN  SUPPLIES  TO  PACKERS 
OPA  has  announced  a  livestock  channeling  program  to  be  put  into  effect 
on  the  commercial  slaughter  of  cattle,  hogs  and  calves.    Since  the  OPA  con- 
trol order  was  suspended  in  September,  1945,  there  have  been  no  restrictions 
on  livestock  slaughtering  and  some  packers  have  been  killing  several  times 
their  normal  proportion  of  the  available  supply  of  livestock* 

The  new  channeling  program  will  give  each  legitimate  slaughterer  an 
opportunity  to  slaughter  the  same  proportion  of  the  available  supply  of  cat- 
tle, hogs  and  calves  as  he  slaughtered  in  1944.     The  volume  he  may  kill 
will  be  adjusted  rapidly  as  the  supply  changes.    Slaughter  by  farmers  for 
their  own  use  is  not  restricted  by  this  program, 

PRODUCERS  MAY  GET  LOANS  ON  CCC  CONTRACTS  OF  SALE 
CCC  contracts  of  sale  received  for  wheat  delivered  by  farmers  for 
famine  relief  under  the  Emergency  Wheat  Purchase  Program  may  be  used  for 
security  for  a  bona  fide  loan,  the  State  PMA  offices  have  been  notified. 
Lending  agencies  accepting  the  contracts  as  loan  security  are  required  to 
notify  the  PMA  Grain  Branch  so  joint  checks  may  be  issued  or  a  proper  di- 
vision  of  the  proceeds  made  in  settlement  of  such  contracts  still  held  as 
security  on  the  settlement  date.    Use  of  the  contracts  as  loan  security 
will  not  change  the  provision  permitting  final  settlement  after  January  1, 
1947  to  be  considered  as  1947  income  for  tax  purposes. 
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PRICE  CBILIHGS  '.TILL  HOT  35  REDUCED 
Recently  proposed  reductions  of  approximately  65  cents  per  hundred 
pounds  in  price  ceilings,  f.  o.  b.  country  shipping  points,  for  dry  peas 
have  been  withdrawn  by  the  OPA.    Present  ceilings  will  prevail  for  the 
1946  crop. 

FARM  WORKERS ,  WAGS  RATE  INCREASES  KEEP  PACE 
Farm  wage  rates  went  up  two  percent  during  the  first  quarter  of  1946. 
On  April  1  wage  rates  were  six  percent  higher  than  a  year  ago.     The  number 
of  hired  hands  working  on  farms  on  April  1  was  about  the  same  as  a  year  ago, 
while  the  number  of  family  workers  increased  enough  to  lift  total  farm  em- 
ployment two  percent  over  1945. 

DRIED  EGG  PURCHASE  PROGRAM  INCREASED 

The  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture's  dried  whole  egg  purchase  program 
has  been  increased  from  45  million  to  57  million  pounds.     Through  April  11 
total  purchases  under  the  program  amounted  to  42  million  pounds. 

Offers  cf  the  additional  quantity,  for  delivery  in  May  or  later  if 
necessary,  will  be  received  each  Tuesday  as  under  the  previous  requirement. 

The  additional  12  million  pounds  of  dried  eggs  are  being  obtained  for 
export  to  the  United  Kingdom  for  use  under  Great  Britain's  food  rationing 
pr  o  gram. 

BABY  CHICK  HATCH  EARLY  THIS  YEAR 
A  six  percent  increase  over  a  year  ago  in  the  number  of  chicks  on  farms 
April  1  is  attributed  to  earlior  1946  hatches  for  farm  replacements.     In  its 
April  15  hatchery  production  report,  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 
says  the  Kay  and  June  hatchery  output  probably  will  be  considerably  reduced. 
On  April  1  there  were  30  percent  fewer  chicks  ordered  for  later  delivery 
than  in  1945.     Commercial  broiler  chick  prices  are  now  at  top  levels  with 
the  present  supply  below  demand. 
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POTATO  SUPPORT  PRICE  UPPSD  TO  MEET  ADVANCING  PARITY 
Support  prices  for  Irish  potatoes  -was  recently  upped  to  $2.2  5  per  hundred 
for  U,  S,  No*  1  Grade,    The  15  cents  per  hundred  increase  applies  to  bulk 
prices  loaded  at  farmer's  gate  and  prices  sacked  and  loaded  f,o.b*  carrier* 
The  Department  of  Agriculture  said  that  the  increase  was  made  to  keep  the  1946 
price  level  in  line  with  increases  in  the  parity  prices  which  have  taken  place 
lately.    Revision  in  prices  is  also  expected  to  stimulate  production  in  1946, 

WAR  FOOD  ORDER  LIQUIDATION  ON  SEEDS 
War  Food  Order  No,  145,  effective  in  April  1946,  restricts  purchases  of 
grain,  grain  products  or  grain  "by-products  by  livestock  feeders;  the  use  of 
grain,  grain  products  or  grain  by-products  by  mixed  feed  manufacturers;  the 
use  of  grain  sorghums  by  feed  manufacturers,  dry  processors  and  wet  processors 
and  limits  inventories  of  corn  and  grain  sorghum  by  feeders,  mixed  feed  manu- 
facturers, feed  manufacturers,  dry  processors  and  wet  processors. 

The  order  provides  that  no  feeder  shall  purchases  grain  or  grain  products 
or  grain  by-products  for  use  in  feeding  hogs  (other  than  breeding  stock)  to  a 
weight  beyond  225  lbs,  or  for  feeding  cattle  to  any  grade  better  than  Grade  A. 

It  provides  that  during  the  period  from  April  .1  to  September  30,  1946, 
inclusive,  no  feeder  may  purchase    grain  or  grain  products  for  use  in  feeding 
chickens,  turkeys,  ducks  or  any  other  species  of  poultry  in  excess  of  80%  of 
the  aggregate  number  of  such  fowl  fed  by  such  feeder  during  the  corresponding 
months  of  1945» 

No  mixed  feed  manufacturer  during  any  calendar  months  can  use  grains, 
grain  products  or  grain  by-products  in  excess  of  80%>  of  all  grain,  grain  pro- 
ducts or  grain  by-products  used  by  him  during  the  corresponding  calendar 
month  of  1945, 
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EROSION  CONTROL 

Orvil  Reynolds,  District  Representative  of  the  Production  and  Marketing 
Administration,  said  that  15  farmers  in  Sierra  county  will  not  have  tc  worry 
in  1946  from  flood  damages  caused  by  a  large  arroyo  which  in  previous  years 
had  deposited  tons  of  rock  and  silt  on  good  fertile  farm  land.  A  protection 
against  this  hazard  was  insured  in  1945  when  this  croup  of  farmers  pooled 
their  AAA  allowances  and  constructed  a  large  arroyo  control  dam  of  approxim- 
ately 70,000  cubic  yards. 

FARM  CONSTRUCTION 

Veterans'  Housing  Program  Memorandum  No*  2  outlined  the  procedure  to  be 
followed  for  residential  or  non-housing  construction,  also  details  of  proce- 
dure for  priority  assistance.    A  supply  of  USDA-CPA-4386  and  CPA-4423  and 
related  forms  will  be  forwarded  to  counties  shortly  after  this  office  receives 
its  supply. 

FOOD  COLLECTION  CAMPAIGN 

The  advertising  council  formerly  called  the  War  Advertising  Council  is 
now  working  on  two  separate  campaigns  tied  up  with  the  Famine  Emergency  Cam- 
paign.    The  first  is  "Save  and  Share"  Campaign  asking  people  to  do  four  things 
(l)  Save  and  share  wheat  and  fat  products.     (2)  Buy  and  serve  more  plentiful 
foods.     (o)  Grow  a  Victory  Garden.     (4)    Haste  not. 

The  second  campaign  is  known  as  the  Canned  F*>od  Collection  Campaign. 
The  goal  is  100  million  cans  of  food  or  the  money  to  purchase  this  amount  of 
food.    The  Canned  Food  Collection  Campaign  runs  through  the  months  of  May  and 
June  and  will  follow  the  procedure  formerly  used  in  the  clothing  collection 
campaign.     The  types  of  foods  needed  are:  canned  milk,  fish,  meat,  peanut 
butter,  baby  foods,  baked  beans,  stews,  soups,  honey  and  vegetables.  None 
of  the  food  will  go  to  Japan  and  Germany  except  for  displaced  persons.  It 
is  chiefly  for  Belgium,  France,  Poland,  Yugoslavia  and  other  countries  which 

suffered  most  during  the  war.         jl  jl  41  jl  jl 
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